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Parish Information - St Michael and All Angels, Roxwell
Priest-in-Charge - Revd Tony Cant
01245 631078

For anything relating to Roxwell Church or the churchyard please initially contact either Churchwarden
Church Wardens
Mrs Marie Brookes
Tel: 248 230
Mr Glynn Eastman
Tel: 248 228
07510206114
Organist & Choirmaster
Mr David Pattrick
Tel: 248 372
Parochial Church Council
Secretary: Mrs. M Brookes
Treasurer: Mr Ken Smith
Tel: 248 766
Flower Organiser
Mrs M. Brookes Tel: 248 230
Wedding Administrator
Mrs. Greta Cumbers
Tel: 248 355
Reading Room Bookings
Mrs. Greta Cumbers
Tel: 248 355
Roxwell Recorder Editor
Mr. Glynn Eastman
Tel 248 228
Cooksmill Green
Congregational Church
Mrs. Lydia Bridges - Secretary
Tel: 248 208
Mr. Paul Aston - Treasurer
Tel: 248 685
Hannah Randell - Sunday’s Cool
contact
Tel 01245 422368.

Roxwell Primary School
Tel: 248 229
Roxwell PTA
Chair: Ms Alison Gilbert
Tel: via 248229
Roxwell Pre-school
Ms. April Little
Tel: 07970750484
E-mail
roxwellpreschool@hotmail.co.uk
Bowls Club
Ms. Bev. Pepper
Tel: 467 139
Brownies
Mrs Lynette Tomlinson
Tel: 07500119774
Youth Club
Ms Anne Nixon
Tel 07835494854
Canon Hugh Dibbens tel. 248173
Dance Club
Mrs Helen Buckley
Tel: 248 177
Wednesday Club
Mrs Joan Bassington
Tel: 248 551
Women's Institute
Mrs Marie Brookes
Tel: 248 230
Roxwell Art Group
Chris & Barry Dixon
Tel: 248 026
Memorial Hall
For Bookings e-mail:
roxwellhall@gmail.com
Other Queries contact Secretary
Mrs Judith Woolly
Tel: 07599 930 255

Parish Council
www.roxwellpc.org.uk
Chair: Mr C. Pavitt
Clerk: Mrs L.Green
Tel: 01206 384 159
Footpath rep: Mr M. Page
Tel: 248 638
Allotment warden: Mr.F.Corkhill
Tel: 07762255494
Chelmsford City Councillor
Mrs. N. Chambers Tel: 231 709
Essex County Councillor
Mr. J. Aldridge Tel: 421 524
M.P.- Kemi Badenoch
Tel: 02072191943
E.mail:
kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk
Community Agent
Office: 01376 574341 or
Freephone 08009775858
Police
Non emergency call 101 or contact
www.essex.police.co.uk
Emergency calls should always be
reported on 999.
Local Community Policing Team
101 ext 420381
Neighbourhood Watch
Chelmsford NHW 07926 462610
e.mail
chelmsfordneighbourhoodwatch.org.uk.

Roxwell Websites;
www.roxwellvillage.co.uk
www.cooksmillgreenchurch.org
www.roxwellschool.co.uk
roxwell.revealed@btinternet.com www.roxwellpc.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/500823666725005.
www.roxwellpreschool.co.uk

Material for the next edition of the Roxwell Recorder - which will be for April
2021 - and will be published around 4th April should be sent, no later than Tuesday 23rd March to
the editor Glynn Eastman - at ‘Red Gables’, The Street, Roxwell, CM1 4PE
e-mail: geastman@supanet.com - Tel: 01245 248 228 or 07510206114
Roxwell Recorder is published by Roxwell Parochial Church Council. It is supported by village organisations and distributed free
of charge to all homes in Roxwell. - A £1 donation per edition is requested of Non-residents/visitors.
Opinions expressed in this magazine are personal opinions of the authors concerned and may not represent the policy of Roxwell PCC, the
publishers of this magazine. All material is offered in good faith. Mistakes and errors are the editor’s responsibility for which sincere
apologies are offered but for which no liability is accepted.
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From the Vicar,
This morning, at the end of February on a beautiful
Winter’s day I felt as though I was struggling. And I
realised that I had been struggling more than I thought
for longer than I’d thought. I’ve struggled with this
flamin’ pandemic. I’ve struggled with being locked down
over Winter – and I usually love Winter! Being someone
of a naturally mild melancholic nature it’s not really
surprising that a sense of enforced isolation from regular engagement with people, from being free to go out
wherever I want, from pottering around on my boat,
from doing the things that I want to do when I want to
do them can lead to a sense of struggling with life.
And then of course I’ve had to deal with quite a bit of death over this past year;
from the murder of a young man in Writtle, to my own mother’s death, to taking
the funerals of many people, most of whom I have not known, interspersed with
those I have. I’m not having a moan – I’m just observing.
As the Vicar, there’s a perception that people like me aren’t supposed to struggle.
We’re supposed to be happy and full of ‘the joy of the Lord’ all the time. That’s a
problem, isn’t it. There are so many people among us who are also supposed to
be happy and joyful all the time because that’s what other people expect of
them. That’s what their job portrays them to be…or something like that. Have
you been struggling too? If so, have you let anyone know?
This flamin’ pandemic has revealed cracks in so many peoples’ lives, in so much
about the ways we thought were normal for us to live; from our institutions and
economy to our families, friendships and our own personalities. It’s no good
pretending it hasn’t.
And then there are people among us who are naturally optimistic, naturally
creative, who seem to have boundless enthusiasm and energy in living. What a
joy to have some connection with them, to feel the warmth of their life and draw
strength from them when they’re around. They just make you smile, don’t they?
I’m going outside shortly to feel the kiss of the sun’s warmth on my face, to look
at the new flowers that are coming up, to dig my garden, to get the things
together that I’ll need for the boat so that when I can go to it, I’ll be ready.
I’ll do those things, even though it would be easier to stay inside and do nothing
and continue to feel my struggle. Doing nothing is most likely to keep me in my
struggle and nothing would change. But doing something brings with it the
opportunity for change – for something completely unexpected to occur, and
new life may come from it. That thought makes me think of the Easter story. It
acknowledges our struggles and pain and engages with them at our deepest
human level. It’s the story where life comes out of death in a completely unexpected way and feels like the new life of Spring after Winter. May it be so for you.
With every blessing to you,

Rev Tony
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YOUR LOCAL
Off on holiday? Or out all day at work?
Keep your pets happy by letting them stay in the
comfort of their own home while you’re away.

Locally based, I can provide complete,
personal care for all your pets,
from hamsters to horses!

25 years experience.
Regular dog walking also undertaken.

So for complete peace of mind, please call

Tina on 07717 455047
B.H.S. Qualified

All aspects of Garden work undertaken
Garden maintenance
Clearance
Grass cutting
Design
No job too small or too large
10 years+ experience of garden
landscaping and maintenance.
contacts for advice and free quote

Tel: 07500205753
Mob: 01245 248363
E-mail: rggardens@gmail.com

ROXWELL
CLEANERS

HOUSEKEEPING and
CLEANING SERVICES
For quote contact via
07488927545 or email:
yourroxwellcleaner@gmail.com

MARK ONE

ELECTRICAL

Four Winds, Writtle Road, Margaretting
Essex CM4 0EH
Tel: 01277 356119 Mob: 07881921155
www.markoneelectrical.com

Mark Elnaugh
NICEIC REGISTERED

All electrical work undertaken
Over 30 years experience

WAWMAN SERVICES
Oil fired Boiler & Aga
Service / routine Maintenance
Breakdowns / Landlords Certifications
new Boiler Commissions.

Mob: 07946759021
e-mail: wawmanservices@hotmail.com
Registered
Technician
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St. Michael and All Angels Church
Services March 2021
Unfortunately the continuing Corona virus restrictions mean there will be no
public worship in our church again this month. But of course acts of worship
don’t have to take place in a building, we continue on-line!
Rev. Tony Cant leads online services on You Tube every week
Just go on-line to You Tube and search for
“Writtle with Highwood and Roxwell Churches”
These services are on
10am Thursdays (Morning Prayer)
10am Sundays (Spiritual Communion).
Everyone is welcome to join in, and if the times don’t fit for you or you want
to watch again you can pick them up later directly via the You Tube site.
Throughout most of this month we are in the period of Lent, that time for
reflection how we lead our lives and how we can change to be closer to God.
On 14th March we have Mothering Sunday when we celebrate all of those
Mother figures in our life, including Mother Earth, Mother Church, our birth
mothers and our adopted mothers - There is an old Jewish saying: God could
not be everywhere, and therefore He made mothers. Give thanks for them all.
Lent ends 28th March with the celebration of Palm Sunday - when the Church
remembers how Jesus arrived at the gates of Jerusalem just a few days before the Passover was due to
be held. He was the Messiah come to His own people in their capital city, and yet He came in humility,
riding on a young donkey.
And Palm Sunday is the beginning of
Holy Week which leads us inexorably
to Maundy Thursday - when Jesus celebrates the Passover with his disciples, but also when Judas
betrays him - then to Good Friday when Jesus is crucified and
suffers a long lingering death - and finally to the joy of Easter
Sunday - when Jesus rises from the dead.

There will be You Tube services over Holy Week so watch out for details nearer
the time. There will also be our own Churchyard Church see page 19 for more
details.
There are many other services on-line too from many different settings.
In addition you can find services on the radio, on television and even get
telephone sermons or sermon podcasts. Go to the Chelmsford Diocese website to find the many opportunities www.chelmsford.anglican.org
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COOKSMILL GREEN
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
With the church being currently closed due to the virus, everyone’s welcome
to refer to our website where they can see what is going on and obtain
information about the Church in lockdown.
The church is OPEN (by telephone appointment only) for
PRIVATE, INDIVIDUAL PRAYER. Please call Paul or Karen on 01245 248 685 to
arrange a convenient time.
There are some lovely things on www.cooksmillgreenchurch.org now so do
go to it and see for yourself we are still alive and kicking!

Christmas Presents
The Christmas events arranged by Roxwell church fundraising groups were a great success with many saying they were
real village highlights during the worst days of lockdown. The
Santa Sleigh tour and excellent Reindeer Ramble before
Christmas raised funds for school, pre-school and church
with the post-Christmas ramble adding funds for church and
school.
Thank you to all the reindeer displayers and Jill Vicary, Jeannie Smith and Ann Page and other helpers for organising things, and thank you
all for your generous donations, particularly as none of the organisations could
hold their usual Christmas fundraisers because of lockdown.
A magnificent total of £2,106 has been raised to date with a little more due.
So far the split has been £1,609 between school and Church and a further £487
donated to the Pre-school. What a great result! This fits well with the PCC’s
motto ‘Repair the church; Build our Community’.

Donald Alfred Moody OBE FCIOB died peacefully on
10th February 2021 aged 91.
Dearly loved by his wife Shirley, daughters SallyJane, Jenny, Ali & Cat and
his grandchildren.
Donald & Shirley moved to Radley Green in 1985 and have thoroughly
enjoyed being part of the Roxwell and farming community.
A family funeral will be held on 16th March 2021, no flowers please; but if
desired donations can be made to Roxwell Church Restoration Project;
cheques should be made out to Roxwell PCC or phone the treasurer Ken
Smith on 01245248766 or e-mail bikerken1952@gmail.com for other
ways to donate and to discuss gift aid options
Roxwell Recorder 2021
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FROM OUR CHOIRMASTER
CHOIR PRACTICE
Following Boris’s latest pronouncement, there is still doubt over when singing can
resume in church again. Clearly when live services recommence, some kind of
social distancing will still need to be practised, and with new variants making
transmission of the virus easier, restrictions on singing may continue to be advised. We await guidance on where we go from here, but at the moment, it does
not look as if our aim to begin choir practice again in April will be all that probable.
THE THINGS WE SING IN CHURCH
It begins “Glory to God in the highest” and it’s called the Gloria for short, from its
Latin first word. It echoes the song of the angels to the shepherds at Christmas. As
a hymn of praise, it used to be sung at the end of the service in the Book of
Common Prayer, but modern service books have put it back near the start, which
is where it used to be until Henry VIII changed everything. It is a problem though
– what exactly did the angels sing? Were they promising peace to those favoured
by God, or goodwill to all people? I like to think the latter – “goodwill” is a slightly
old-fashioned term for a quality we could all show and receive more often in this
world of online nastiness.

David Pattrick
from another parish magazine;
“The organist invites anyone who enjoys sinning to volunteer for the choir”.
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The teams working on restoring the church and eventually getting this iconic Grade
2* listed building off of the National Heritage at Risk Register have been able to
make slow progress even despite the Covid restrictions that hamper all our efforts.
Soon lots of notices will be going up on the church notice board and in the church
porch window as part of the public consultation we have to undertake for anything
we do - a bit like planning permission. One set will be about permission to do
works on some of the churchyard trees, which will include work on the big beautiful beech tree at the west end of the church, to remove some of it’s spread and
take out dead wood. Another will be about getting the Faculty (that’s the legal permission) to repair and re-tile the main roof on the south side of the church. Others
will be showing what’s planned to provide a new area in the churchyard for the
burial of ashes - the current area enclosed by the yew hedges along the footpath
is, after 40 years, nearly full so we need a new area, and because of today's regulations we will not be able to have individual stone tablets marking plots. The new
area will be on the west side of the existing one and there will be a boundary
marked with gravel and a railing around part which will hold the memorial plaques.
To prepare this area we will be stripping off the existing turf which contains many
natural flowers and hope to put this around the churchyard on grave plots that are
no longer tended. If you have a grave you tend but would now like to have it
turfed to cut down on maintenance please talk to one of the churchwardens,
Glynn, 248 228 or Marie, 248 230

Roxwell Autos
Servicing, Cambelts
Brakes, Steering, Suspension
MOTs arranged
We will collect your vehicle within a 10 mile radius of Roxwell
We can do evening work so that you can have your vehicle the next day

SKILLED & RELIABLE - over 30yrs experience as a VW technician
Call NICK on 01245248647 or 07768897839
or e.mail: teamradley@hotmail.co.uk
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DOWN ON THE FARM
Firstly, thank you to the several people who commented to me about the prostate
cancer piece a couple of months ago, it’s the most I have ever had, good to get
feedback and reassuring to know someone is reading my articles.
Last month’s Recorder featured a newly emerged hill of waste at the northern end
of the parish but there is another smaller one on this southern side. If you have
been past Pooty Pools Farm on the way to Radley Green in the last couple of weeks
you will have noticed a mini-mountain of black fibrous material with a pungent but
not unpleasant smell at the top of the next hill. This is green waste compost, and
we love it and hate it all at the same time! We love because it is a natural fertiliser,
made from recycled and composted green waste (from grass clippings to Christmas trees) is free at the point of collection, then once spread on the land it adds
valuable organic matter, quite a lot of potash, some nitrogen and phosphate and
lots of trace elements. Soil organisms also love it, as it helps them to flourish and
produce further crop nutrients. It is also an environmentally friendly method of
disposal which councils adore as it saves putting it in landfill.
So, what’s not to like? Well, quite a bit really. Firstly, it must be hauled by us by
tractor and trailer from the composting site at North Weald. This entails almost
countless road trips, which obviously are costly in time, fuel and rubber (big tractor
tyres are not ideal for lots of roadwork and wear quickly) and can be stressful for
the driver because of impatient road users. We use our large grain trailers with a
380hp tractor in front, the big tractor is master of the job. Its very weight keeps
everything steady on the road, it has the power to beetle up the hills and not
unduly hold up traffic and has very powerful brakes. Charles Dickens was perhaps
the first to declare the law is an ass, and nearly two hundred years later things
have not improved greatly, because we could legally use a smaller tractor and be
sure we were ok for weight, but it would be more dangerous because the trailer
would tend to push it around, have poorer braking capacity and also be slower,
causing more driver frustration. Alternatively, we come home only part loaded and
cause extra traffic disruption from more journeys.
Anyway, having neatly clamped the material for several months to further break it
down, we then hire large spreaders and, yes you guessed it, spread it on the fields
after harvest and mix it in the topsoil, which is also an expensive operation at a
very busy time of year. The last drawback is maybe the biggest and that is, because
of house holders’ carelessness - or deliberate disposal – foreign matter is often
also put into their bins and whilst modern machinery sorts nearly all of it out at the
green waste site there are always many small pieces particularly of plastic to be
seen in the heap. These of course take decades if not centuries to decompose, and
the small pieces of metal could cause punctures - and drive metal detectors to
distraction! This latter is a shame as about ten years ago a detectorist discovered
a 3000-year-old money ring on one of our fields which is now in the Essex Museum
(I was astonished to discover it was only valued at about £600!). So altogether
green waste compost is like the proverbial curate’s egg, good in parts, and every
year we debate whether to have another go, particularly as we are not particularly
close to the plant where it is made.
If you would like to contact me on anything agricultural, or contribute an article, my email
address is ralph@metsonpartners.co.uk or landline 01245 248425. Ralph Metson
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LO G S LO G S LO G S
Truck loads available
Bulk builders bags
Well seasoned hard wood logs cut to your fire size
Next day delivery available
Keep warm this winter and call us now on
01279718555/ 07930188920

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Interior and Exterior

Stephen Harrison
Mobile: 07803306990
Tel: 01245259487
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WILDWATCHING NEWS - from Jonathan Pearce
Not all of our butterflies are migratory by any means - I’ve found a number of
dormant Peacock Butterflies in firewood in my garage over the course of the
winter. The wings were folded, with the underwing being very dark and drab
compared to the bright upper wing. Several of them got into the house on the
firewood, and came to life again in the warm.
The RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch happened again on the last weekend in January.
The main item of news from the school was two pairs of Chaffinches in the
grounds - I’ve seen more than the four of them there at other times. This year, of
course, I had to station myself in the car park opposite the school, while the
children took it in turns to watch from the windows. The churchyard watch
produced a nice pair of Mistle Thrushes among a number of other species.
The cold spell brought Fieldfares in near to the village, including into the school
grounds on at least one occasion, and for the third year running I’ve had a male
Reed Bunting coming to feeders in my garden in the late winter. A Squirrel coming
to garden feeders won’t be news to Roxwell folk - but it is to us - its never
happened before in our garden! A Kingfisher has been seen again by the brook,
this time from the footpath from The Street, going down towards The Hare.
Yellowhammers, (Pictured) over 100 of
them in fields and hedgerows in
Green Lane, is great wildlife news for
the parish, together with a few singing
Skylarks, at least in milder weather.
There will be an article in “Down on
the Farm” sometime soon about the
crops sown locally to provide food for
farmland birds in winter, which is why
we host to such a big flock of Yellowhammers. There are also some strips
of land sown with plants to attract
bees and butterflies in summer - I
identified eleven species of butterflies
in a patch by the brook last summer- - -.
There were also a couple of Hares along Green Lane recently, one of them doing
a bit of “Shadow boxing!” They are often easier to see this time of year, as the
breeding season brings on the Mad March hare behaviour.
Birds are supposed to chose their mates on February 14th each year - in Roman
times a pagan festival was held to celebrate this and to celebrate human love the latter, of course, is still very much with us to this day. All of this has nothing
whatsoever to do with St. Valentine - it was a coincidence that he came to be
celebrated on this day. A pair of Blue Tits are going into our garden nest box now,
and we saw a pair of Robins together recently, even though they seemed to be
behaving aggressively to each other. Robins have to co-operate with another of
their kind to nest, of course, but they are very intolerant of each other for the
remainder of the year. On the fields, some of the Black-headed Gulls are changing
into breeding plumage - - -.
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FROM OUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR
COVID UPDATE
ECC community rapid testing sites have shown a positivity rate of 1% for the
seven days to 21st February – this is among asymptomatic people taking a
test. There is much spare capacity at these sites, less than 30% of capacity being taken up across the county. Please, if you do need to go out and about for
work etc. visit one of these sites for a test especially if you have no symptoms,
the sites are operating on a walk-in basis now so booking isn’t necessary.
Whether you have been vaccinated or not, it remains important that every
one of us should observe the “lockdown” rules and be safe to yourself and
others by maintaining social distancing at all times, wearing a mask when with
others whilst shoppimg or going to work and wash your hands as often as
possible.
LAPTOPS FOR SCHOOLS
The County Council scheme to provide students with laptops for home working
online is still open and more laptops are needed. YOU CAN STILL donate an old
or unused laptop, and so make the world of difference to a young person by
giving them access to online resources and learning. All laptops donated will
receive a thorough clean inside and out with all data and programmes removed
securely before re-issue. No data on the device will be accessed during this
process. For further information relating to donating please email
TSLaptop.Donations@essex.gov.uk

John Aldridge CC

If you have any problems about these and any other County Council matters, please
let me know on 01245 421524 or email cllr.john.aldridge@essex.gov.uk.

ROXWELL 100 CLUB
The winner of the FEBRUARY 100 Club was No 36
Apologyies
to Brown Owl and

OIL APPLIANCE
SPECIALIST
OFTEC Registered

Conversant with ALL systems

including combination, condensing, underfloor etc.
A reputation built on 40 years service experience.

Fully insured - References available

For all heating, plumbing,
& boiler problems
Free phone: 0800 8600 127
Mobile:
07957308179
24 hour service

ROSEN REMEDIAL
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for a technical sizing issue with
their article in the February
Recorder which meant it was
incorrectly printed with lots of
errors. . Editor
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ROXWELL “OUTDOOR CHURCH”
EASTER TABLEAU IN THE CHURCHYARD
Church may be closed for Covid reasons but, regulations permitting,

Everyone is invited to visit our "Outdoor Church" presentations
We Start with MOTHERING SUNDAY on 14th March,
then on PALM SUNDAY 28th March
come and collect your Palm Cross
then follow the events of HOLY WEEK
from 1st April through to EASTER SUNDAY 4th April
Subject to restrictions in place at the time, our presentations will be
on the front lawn of the church. so please put all the above dates in your
diary, and, as part of your permitted daily exercise regime visit
"Outdoor Church 2021" and take a stroll through the churchyard and enjoy
all the spring flowers and blossoms, watch the nesting boxes and the bug
hotel for signs of new life and return home invigorated.
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