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ROXWELL’S MOUNTAIN OF MUCK

Why is there a growing mountain in our village landscape?
Is it a plague of moles?
A new Ancient Britain type burial mound?
find out more on pages 15 and 23
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Parish Information - St Michael and All Angels, Roxwell
Priest-in-Charge - Revd Tony Cant
01245 631078

For anything relating to Roxwell Church or the churchyard please initially contact either Churchwarden
Church Wardens
Mrs Marie Brookes
Tel: 248 230
Mr Glynn Eastman
Tel: 248 228
07510206114
Organist & Choirmaster
Mr David Pattrick
Tel: 248 372
Parochial Church Council
Secretary: Mrs. M Brookes
Treasurer: Mr Ken Smith
Tel: 248 766
Flower Organiser
Mrs M. Brookes Tel: 248 230
Wedding Administrator
Mrs. Greta Cumbers
Tel: 248 355
Reading Room Bookings
Mrs. Greta Cumbers
Tel: 248 355
Roxwell Recorder Editor
Mr. Glynn Eastman
Tel 248 228
Cooksmill Green
Congregational Church
Mrs. Lydia Bridges - Secretary
Tel: 248 208
Mr. Paul Aston - Treasurer
Tel: 248 685
Hannah Randell - Sunday’s Cool
contact
Tel 01245 422368.

Roxwell Primary School
Tel: 248 229
Roxwell PTA
Chair: Ms Alison Gilbert
Tel: via 248229
Roxwell Pre-school
Ms. April Little
Tel: 07970750484
E-mail
roxwellpreschool@hotmail.co.uk
Bowls Club
Ms. Bev. Pepper
Tel: 467 139
Brownies
Mrs Lynette Tomlinson
Tel: 07500119774
Youth Club
Ms Anne Nixon
Tel 07835494854
Canon Hugh Dibbens tel. 248173
Dance Club
Mrs Helen Buckley
Tel: 248 177
Wednesday Club
Mrs Joan Bassington
Tel: 248 551
Women's Institute
Mrs Marie Brookes
Tel: 248 230
Roxwell Art Group
Chris & Barry Dixon
Tel: 248 026
Memorial Hall
For Bookings e-mail:
roxwellhall@gmail.com
Other Queries contact Secretary
Mrs Judith Woolly
Tel: 07599 930 255

Parish Council
www.roxwellpc.org.uk
Chair: Mr C. Pavitt
Clerk: Mrs L.Green
Tel: 01206 384 159
Footpath rep: Mr M. Page
Tel: 248 638
Allotment warden: Mr.F.Corkhill
Tel: 07762255494
Chelmsford City Councillor
Mrs. N. Chambers Tel: 231 709
Essex County Councillor
Mr. J. Aldridge Tel: 421 524
M.P.- Kemi Badenoch
Tel: 02072191943
E.mail:
kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk
Community Agent
Office: 01376 574341 or
Freephone 08009775858
Police
Non emergency call 101 or contact
www.essex.police.co.uk
Emergency calls should always be
reported on 999.
Local Community Policing Team
101 ext 420381
Neighbourhood Watch
Chelmsford NHW 07926 462610
e.mail
chelmsfordneighbourhoodwatch.org.uk.

Roxwell Websites;
www.roxwellvillage.co.uk
www.cooksmillgreenchurch.org
www.roxwellschool.co.uk
roxwell.revealed@btinternet.com www.roxwellpc.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/500823666725005.
www.roxwellpreschool.co.uk

Material for the next edition of the Roxwell Recorder - which will be for March
2021 - and will be published around 6th March 2021 should be sent, no later than Tuesday 23rd
February to the editor Glynn Eastman - at ‘Red Gables’, The Street, Roxwell, CM1 4PE
e-mail: geastman@supanet.com - Tel: 01245 248 228 or 07510206114
Roxwell Recorder is published by Roxwell Parochial Church Council. It is supported by village organisations and distributed free
of charge to all homes in Roxwell. - A £1 donation per edition is requested of Non-residents/visitors.
Opinions expressed in this magazine are personal opinions of the authors concerned and may not represent the policy of Roxwell PCC, the
publishers of this magazine. All material is offered in good faith. Mistakes and errors are the editor’s responsibility for which sincere
apologies are offered but for which no liability is accepted.
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From the Vicar,
I phoned an elderly couple today and was surprised to hear the voice of the wife as she
picked up the phone. The surprise was that she sounded as though she was almost in
tears. And she was! After a few gentle questions from me, it was apparent that she was
feeling utterly miserable about being locked inside the house and unable to live the
kind of life she’d always known: she was always out and about, very sociable with her
group of friends, and always visiting family. The surprise for me was that I’d not heard
her like that before. There are a lot of people like her in our country just now, and I’ll
bet you know some of them.
Some of my oldest friends in Australia have been out for a drink with others at the pub
for the first time in a year. Australia and New Zealand have taken a different approach
to managing the pandemic, and they’ve also got the advantage of much smaller
populations, with Australia having a much larger landmass too.
So, what will this year bring? Where have we come from? Where are we going? These
and many other questions are persistent. And there’s a persistence to the sense of not
really knowing as we consider this year to come. My general guess is that some things
will always be different from now on; some things will have a sense of normality about
them; and there will be the inevitability of learning quite new ways of existing together.
If you haven’t already, I’d commend to you The Reith Lectures from last year, given by
Dr Mark Carney, who was the Governor of the Bank of England. You can hear them on
BBC Sounds, or look them up on the internet. He entitled the series, ‘How we get what
we want.’ The 4 lectures are very well presented, but equally interesting are the Q&A
between him and selected questioners. It’s often in the questions that real understanding takes place.
But questioning can be unsettling, embarrassing; we can become vulnerable by asking
questions, or allowing ourselves to be questioned. Vulnerability is different to being
‘open’ as vulnerability means you are allowing yourself to not being in control of a
given situation. For example, I can be open with you as I tell you something of my life
– as much as I want to. But when I’m vulnerable with you I allow for the possibility of
being overwhelmed by your questioning: I might not know the answer to your question; I may be shocked by your question; I may be very uncomfortable about where
your question is leading. I am no longer in control.
And I think there may well be something about not being in control of this pandemic
and its consequences that has many people feeling vulnerable, overwhelmed, shocked
by how it’s making them feel. If that’s you, I want to encourage you that you’re not
alone. Perhaps we really are more vulnerable than we like to think. But being vulnerable is an act of courage that comes with the potential for real human growth and
deeper understanding of ourselves and our friends and our world. And it might sound
trite, but there’s really something in being vulnerable with God who knows and loves
you and who is closer to you than you think. For some reason that thought just made
me think of the old 1970s song, ‘Put your hand in the hand’, by Anne Murray:
Put your hand in the hand of the man who stilled the water;
Put your hand in the hand of the man who calmed the sea.
Take a look at yourself and you can look at others differently,
By putting your hand in the hand of the man from Galilee.
Maybe if we all picked up the phone and talked to someone we don’t normally talk to
each week we’d find that in being vulnerable we discover a deeper life that transcends
the fears and disappointments we all have. And that will probably do us good.
With every blessing to you,

Rev Tony
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Roxwell Autos
Servicing, Cambelts
Brakes, Steering, Suspension
MOTs arranged
We will collect your vehicle within a 10 mile radius of Roxwell
We can do evening work so that you can have your vehicle the next day

SKILLED & RELIABLE - over 30yrs experience as a VW technician
Call NICK on 01245248647 or 07768897839
or e.mail: teamradley@hotmail.co.uk
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Unfortunately, due to the Corona virus restrictions, there will be no public
worship in our church this month. But of course acts of worship don’t have
to take place in a building, we continue on-line!
Our vicar Rev. Tony Cant presents regular online services on You Tube. Just
go onto You Tube and Search for “Writtle with Highwood and Roxwell
Churches”
These services are on
10am Thursdays (Morning Prayer)
10am Sundays (Spiritual Communion).
Everyone is welcome to join in, and if the times don’t fit for you they can be
watched later directly via You Tube site.
There are many other services on-line too from many different settings.
in addition you can find services on the radio, on television and even get
telephone sermons. Go to the Chelmsford Diocese website to find many many
opportunities www.chelmsford.anglican.org
Lent starts this month, with Ash Wednesday on 17th . We can’t have the usual
Ash Wednesday service but Rev. Tony is hosting a zoom based Lent Course
every Wednesday throughout February. If you would like to join contact one
of the churchwardens to get more details. Throughout the course we will be
considering “the Bible makes sense “.
We are also encouraged to join the Archbishops’ PRAY FOR OUR NATION call
In response to reaching the terrible milestone of 100,000 deaths from COVID,
the Archbishops invite all, starting on 1 February, to set aside time at 6pm
every evening to pray for all in our nation.

16th February is Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Day

Ever wonder why we eat pancakes just before Lent? The tradition dates back
to Anglo-Saxon times, when Christians spent Lent in repentance and severe
fasting. So on the day before Ash Wednesday, the church bell would summon
them to confession, where they would be ‘shriven’, or absolved from their sins, which gives us
Shrove Tuesday. At home, they would then eat up
their last eggs and fat, and making a pancake was
the easiest way to do this. For the next 47 days,
they pretty well starved themselves.
ancakes feature in cookery books as far back as
1439, and today’s pancake races are in remembrance of a panicked woman back in 1445 in
Olney, Buckinghamshire. She was making pancakes when she heard the church bell calling her to
confession. Afraid she’d be late, she ran to the
church in a panic, still in her apron, and still holding
the pan.
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COOKSMILL GREEN
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Over the Christmas period the Cooksmill Green Church website was raising
money for Sanctus, the small Chelmsford based charity supporting the homeless. We received a letter of thanks expressing;
A BIG THANK YOU to the Members and Friends of Cooksmill Green
Church from the Sanctus Charity in Chelmsford. A Grand Total of
£1509 + £359.75 Gift Aid was raised by your Christmas Appeal. Thanks
to all for their generosity and support.
We also say a big THANKS to all for your generosity and support.
With the church being currently closed due to the virus, everyone’s welcome
to refer to our website where they can see what is going on and obtain
information about the Church in lockdown. There are some lovely things on
www.cooksmillgreenchurch.org now so do go to it and see for yourself we
are still alive and kicking!

MEMORIAL HALL NEWS
The pandemic continues to cause havoc! We could not hold a Burns Night
Event, and it was sorely missed. Burns Night have been such great evenings for
the last 3 years, with a fantastic band encouraging us all to get on our feet and
raising a good sum towards maintaining the Hall. Here’s to Burns, and may we
celebrate him next year.
Roxwell Pre-school are currently the only Group allowed to use the Hall to
ensure we can keep it a Covid - secure building for them; we are so pleased
that they are able to do so. The children have a place to go, to meet their
friends and learn new things. Parents are probably happy too!
This month we are having the great big Cupressus hedge removed from the car
park side and rear of the site. This is 12-15 ft across, unmanageably high, and
some trees have died off so it no longer provides security for the garden area.
It is also very expensive to maintain. It will be replaced by a wood panel fence
around the garden area, and a mesh fence at the bottom of the grass area. This
will provide extra outdoor space and a larger car park. The Parish Council has
agreed to contribute toward the new fences. Thank you.

DOGS IN THE CHURCHYARD
Unfortunately, it has become apparent, yet again, that dog
poo is not being picked up in the churchyard.
Please, please, have respect for this area. It is unpleasant for
those visiting relatives’ graves to find dog excrement on or
around a grave.
This is not a dog exercising area. Keep to the main footpath, keep your dog
on a lead and clear up any faeces they leave.
Thank you.
Roxwell Recorder 2021
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The things we sing in church!
If you are eagle-eyed, you may spot in Common Worship, the current authorised
prayer book of the Church of England, a reference to “Kyrie eleison”. The text to
this was printed in the Alternative Services Book 1980, the previous (and still
lamented) prayer book, but apart from saying that “traditional texts” may be used,
Common Worship doesn’t encourage you to use the Kyrie eleison. It’s a shame,
because it is the oldest bit of the liturgy still available to us, the only part to survive
from the original Greek when the communion service was translated into Latin; so
it stretches back to before 313AD when the Roman Empire converted to Christianity.
It means “Lord have mercy” on me, or on us. These words come (in Greek) from the
New Testament. They are words Jesus will have heard.
You can still hear them in every Mass composed by Mozart, Haydn, Beethoven –
indeed, any Mass written for the Roman Catholic Church prior to the 1960s.
The nearest we get to them today is singing “Lord have mercy / Christ have mercy
/ Lord have mercy” towards the beginning of the service. We sing them more than
once because they have something about them of a chant. To say them is to miss
the point.
So I am glad that Roxwell is one place locally where we sing the Kyrie eleison, even
if it’s only in English!
The Choir and singing at Roxwell
Things have not changed since I wrote in last month’s Recorder about the resumption of singing in church. Churches are still not holding Sunday services and choir
practice cannot begin again under the current restrictions. I am still hoping that we
can start again in April, when Spring weather makes rehearsal in church feasible.
I would remind anyone who would like to join us that we rehearse once a fortnight
for an hour and a quarter (less when The Chequers are doing something special!) on
alternate Wednesdays. I’ll continue to keep you posted. If you want further details,
please email me at dspattrick@outlook.com. As Bruce Forsyth didn’t say, keeeeep
singing (and I am sure you can do better than him!).

David Pattrick choirmaster

WAWMAN SERVICES
Oil fired Boiler & Aga
Service / routine Maintenance
Breakdowns / Landlords Certifications
new Boiler Commissions.

Mob: 07946759021
e-mail: wawmanservices@hotmail.com
Registered
Technician
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DOWN ON THE FARM
Ben Howard has just begun to run Dukes Farm, the land of which surrounds the village,
and is the fifth generation of the Foreman family to do so. For his first article Ben has
chosen not to write about farming, but about his passion for fishing in Roxwell Brook, the
river that runs through his land and the village and sometimes Vicarage Road.

Is fishing exercise? According to The Department of Culture, Media and Sport it is.
Something to consider, only one place for it, the riverbank!
You do not have to travel far at the moment for a boot full of water; as the rain
continues to fall and the rivers rise, under the surface life continues. Stone-loach,
Bullhead, Minnow, Dace and Tench are all recorded on a survey carried out in
December. The latter two have been worthy adversaries of mine over the years.
Hearing we have wild fighting-fit fish such as these in the river is good news,
especially in light of the rivers current state; plenty of disturbance in the water
muddying the view, levels which change daily, feeding habits and locations ravaged.
Yet they still prosper, fish numbers and species are up from the previous survey
carried out over a 100m stretch of the river. River fish, in general, make fantastic
quarry due to their wild nature, survivalist mentality and wily sense. I would claim
river fish half the size of their commercial pond comrades put up twice the fun when
successfully hooked.
Catching such a foe is no mean feat, perhaps a reason why people return to this
fantastic pass time, sorry, exercise regime. On gov.uk amongst what is currently
painted on the end of the barn, they have a link to purchasing a rod license, this will
cover you for two rods which is fortuitous, as two is the maximum number to be had
on this exertion, or is it excursion? Either way, it covers you for a year, so it will get
plenty of use. If entering into angling for the first time or wanting to introduce
someone younger to the pass time, may I recommend 'Mr. Crabtree Goes Fishing'
by Bernard Venables; yes it's a book, not an app and if you can't find the wisdom in
the words there are beautiful illustrations to be enjoyed. John Wilson also has some
videos online, a quick Google, or perhaps a call to someone hooked on the pursuit
already for some secrets on the dark arts are all good ways to get going as there is a
'fine line' between fishing and just standing on the bank like an idiot.
Once the old rod or new Amazon delivery is dusted off you are nearly set for the first
outing, sweetcorn, a loaf of bread and a tin of meat from the back of the cupboard
make great ready to go bait for the waters in the local area. Some stretches are
owned privately, others managed by a syndicate or club, but most importantly so
much of it is accessible by your own two feet and a rod license. Once you know
where you are going after a little research, it's time to give it a try, you will not catch
one sitting on the couch, which is the only way I can console myself after a fruitless
trip, as tears refill my thermos flask.
Time and time again you find yourself returning to waters still holding their secrets
deep within yet faced with failure the angler must persist. You may visit other areas
and the same happens, until that one morning when the tapestry is woven in your
direction and the line finally goes tight. There are not many experiences like striking
into something you have been patiently pursuing.
Those of you with a float have something to watch and focus attention onto for
identification of a bite; others use alarms easily heard on the opposite bank, thankfully the latter seldom rings out along a river. If all goes well, the handful of corn and
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cont. overleaf

the pinches of bread are accurately fed towards the lily pads. Fish move over the
area to feed, the float bobs, dips, ducks and dives but one must be patient even
now, if you strike too early the fish is lost, too late and you will still be going
hungry. As the float rises out of the water the fish has picked up the hook bait,
the float then lays flat on the surface showing the weight and rig is taken by the
fish, it slowly slides across the water's surface, she's moving off with the bait in
mouth, strike! The rod bends, just how far it bends is a good first indication on
size, with any luck the tip of the rod is right over forming a rainbow shape with
more than a pot of gold at the end. Now the battle is picking up pace, they will
run for cover, so we must convince or coax our prey back towards the net. Once
landed and hook removed the moment can be captured by a picture but must not
be rushed, your blood will be pumping, this is exercise after all, and the fish too
will be tired, one must let the defeated foe rest before release. Gently cradled in
shallow water, strength slowly returning, one flick of the tail and into secrecy they
shall return ready to be challenged by the next angler/ exerciser who fancies their
chances!
Good luck on your next adventure and tight lines.

Benjamin Howard
Ben tells me he is happy to share the results of the Environment Agency survey of which he
speaks. Email him at bphowardmfarms@outlook.com – or stop him in the street for a chat.
If you would like to contact me on anything agricultural, or contribute an article, my email
address is ralph@metsonpartners.co.uk or landline 01245 248425. Ralph Metson

WEDNESDAY CLUB .
We just thought it might be nice to let our members know that we're still thinking
of them all. We've been able to keep in touch with some members, just to see
how they are and to make sure members get their birthday cards. So far this year
we’ve wished Shirley Langley a happy birthday on January 6th and on the 17th
we wished a very special happy birthday to Ken Bassington when he celebrated
his 90th! Well done Ken.
Quite a few people have had their first vaccinations so hopefully there is a little
bit of light at the end of the tunnel. Try to keep your spirits up perhaps we will
be able to meet up again one day when the weather is better. Take care everyone, we're all thinking of you.
From Joan, Ken , Pauline and Chris
Take care everyone.

DOG OWNERS BEWARE
Will Covid-19 mean a large increase in abandoned dogs and cats? Battersea
Dogs and Cats Home fear so. They predict a 27% increase of abandoned dogs
over the next 5 years.
But locally the greatest threat is from DOGNAPPING, the snatching of dogs from
gardens for them to be sold on, kept for breeding or held for ransom, knowing
many owners will pay a reward for the return of their animals. Recently dogs have
been snatched at Chignal, White Roding, amd Willingale so please be vigilant and
keep your pets safe. And make sure they are micro chipped. If you do see suspicious behaviour please keep a record of vehicle numbers and descriptions and
report your concerns to the police via 101 or their website.
Roxwell Recorder 2021
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Hi Everyone,
I thought you may like a little update on the
adventures of Roxwell Brownies.
I cannot believe that we are now in 2021 & we
are in the midst of another lockdown. We ran
Brownies throughout the first lockdown on Zoom
& even carried on the meetings through the
school Summer holidays because they were so popular.
We did manage to get back into the Reading Room for 4 meetings in the
Autumn term. With the regulations on numbers it meant we could only have
half the unit at a time, so the girls each got 2 meetings, but it was so good to
see them all. They were fantastic abiding by the social distancing, sanitizing &
hand washing rules & we had some really good fun evenings.
Now we are back again to Brownie meetings on Zoom for a while. We have
been extremely successful with these meetings, (compared to some other units
I’e heard about.) We have nearly 100% attendance every wk with only 1 or
maybe 2 girls missing it occasionally.
It has been great for the Brownies, especially whilst they are not at school, to
be able to ‘pend time with each other’to interact & have some distraction & fun.
Although you can’ beat meeting face to face I am very pleased we are doing the
Zoom meetings as they are so beneficial to the girls (& us).
Our programme is planned up to Easter, so what will we be doing? We have
made up an activity pack for every girl, with everything they will need for this
terms Zoom activities. They are participating in team challenges which will
count towards a badge, making Rocky Road (yummy !!), we will celebrate
Thinking Day focusing on Peace around the World, making a birdhouse & we
are hoping to have an Easter Egg Hunt (fingers crossed we can meet outside,
face to face, by Easter).
We have had a couple of our older girls leave to join Guides & we have
welcomed two new Brownies. One girl from the village which is great. We are
keen to have more ‘ocal’girls join us so if you know anyone who may be
interested please contact me. We do have a waiting list so it doesn’ matter how
young they are now, we can put them on there until they reach 7 years old (if
they are on the waiting list they are more likely to get a place.)
Stay safe & well

Lynnette Tomlinson (Brown Owl)

MESSAGE FROM ROXWELL PARISH COUNCIL
The Parish Council has been made aware of a mini motorbike and quad bike
being ridden on the Recreation Field.
It should be pointed out that this type of activity is illegal, as is riding these
machines on footpaths.
There are many websites available which highlight the rules and regulations
relating to off road usage, which should be adhered too.
Chris Pavitt, Chair
Roxwell Recorder 2021
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OIL APPLIANCE
SPECIALIST

Off on holiday? Or out all day at work?

OFTEC Registered

Conversant with ALL systems

Keep your pets happy by letting them stay in the
comfort of their own home while you’re away.

including combination, condensing, underfloor etc.
A reputation built on 40 years service experience.

Locally based, I can provide complete,
personal care for all your pets,
from hamsters to horses!

Fully insured - References available

For all heating, plumbing,
& boiler problems
Free phone: 0800 8600 127
Mobile:
07957308179
24 hour service

25 years experience.
Regular dog walking also undertaken.

So for complete peace of mind, please call

Tina on 07717 455047

ROSEN REMEDIAL

B.H.S. Qualified

MARK ONE

ELECTRICAL

All aspects of Garden work undertaken
Garden maintenance
Clearance
Grass cutting
Design
No job too small or too large
10 years+ experience of garden
landscaping and maintenance.

Four Winds, Writtle Road, Margaretting
Essex CM4 0EH
Tel: 01277 356119 Mob: 07881921155
www.markoneelectrical.com

Mark Elnaugh

contacts for advice and free quote

NICEIC REGISTERED

Tel: 07500205753
Mob: 01245 248363
E-mail: rggardens@gmail.com

YOUR LOCAL

ROXWELL
CLEANERS

HOUSEKEEPING and
CLEANING SERVICES
For quote contact via
07488927545 or email:

All electrical work undertaken
Over 30 years experience

Gardener & Handyman

Garden maintenance
Call Adam
Garden Clearance
07982 911156
House Clearance
FRIENDLY LOCAL
General
house maintenance
RELIABLE
Painting & Decorating
Based in
Cooksmill Green loveproperties@hotmail.co.uk

yourroxwellcleaner@gmail.com
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WHY is there now a Mountain in Roxwell?
Anyone travelling along the A1060 at Boyton Cross will be aware of the industrial site, known as Ash Tree Farm, in close proximity to the dwellings of Boyton
Cross. lt’s hard to miss, with it’s enormous and steadily growing mound of
waste. Nowadays you can’t even miss it travelling into and out of the village, this
mountain of muck is now the dominant feature of our northern vista, obliterating a landscape of farming that had existed for centuries.
Many will know that the site has proved problematic for many years, a source
of frustration and despair to many residents and for our Parish Council, trying
for years to get action to stop what has never been properly approved.
This problem developed some 7 years ago when a groundworker started a
workyard within the site, but with no permissions. But, after complaints by
residents and the Parish Council, Chelmsford City Council decided to grant a
retrospective permission in February 2015. That permission stipulated conditions, placed in the interests of the amenities of occupiers of nearby residential
properties, in the interests of the character and appearance of the area and in
the interests of highway safety.
For the five years since, despite many appeals and many complaints to the
authorities, the residents of Boyton Cross have had to endure the consequences
of these conditions being frequently and deliberately breeched. The processing
of materials and HGV’s depositing waste, frequently outside of permitted working hours, causes them to suffer both from the noise and the airborne contaminants from these industrial activities and the accumulation of a huge mound of
imported waste, that now stands 10 metres plus above the permitted 5 metre
datum. In addition to the negative visual impact of the mound itself, construction machines can be seen and heard operating on it not only in Boyton Cross
but in the village too.
And we need to know - Is it safe? has the structural integrity been checked by
anyone in authority? What has been imported? Why are there fires there,
necessitating the attendance of the Fire Service? Is it right that this section of
the A1060 is often littered with mud and spoil from the HGVs?
For seven years residents have had to endure this disruption to the quiet
enjoyment of their own homes and the detrimental effect it has on their health.
Chelmsford City Council appear to have failed completely in their responsibility
of care to their residents and failed completely to enforce the conditions they
put in place supposedly to protect those residents.
Our Parish Council has tried hard to get action - to no avail. It’s time for an
effective resolution to this disgrace and a full explanation from the Leader of the
Council to all Roxwell residents as to why the Council hasn’t resolved the
situation in 7 years and when the Mountain of Muck will be removed.
Residents remember there is “form” here, the Lafarge landfill operation at
Roxwell was allowed to drag on years past its permitted time, the levels of the
tipping were allowed to get above permit level and then the permits were
retrospectively changed to allow Lafarge to get away without taking remedial
action for their breach. Roxwell residents views were ignored and over ridden.
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LARK’S SCRIBBLING - Spring 2021
Winter hasn’t finished yet.
One of the most interesting local winter
walks is to Skreens lake. This lake was man
made where once there had been hopgrounds for Tye Hall. It was first shown on an
early map of Essex made by Chapman and
Andre in 1777. The cascade built then, and I
suspect since untouched, has been dramatic
this year and the pool at the bottom has
frequently been full of water this wet season.
Another interesting walking find, was a great
abundance of spurge laurel in Cooley Spring
(on the permissive bridleway opposite Lightfoots). This is one of the first plants to flower
in spring. The photo taken in mid-January
shows the tiny yellowish green flowers just
coming out at the top of the plant. This plant
is a very slow spreader and its presence indicates it is growing in an area where there has been continuity of woodland
cover and is a plant typical of clay alkaline woods. It is growing primarily in the
south west corner of the spring. (Remember in Essex spring means a small wood,
usually an old linear copse.) This plant is
neither a laurel nor a spurge but a daphne.
I am unable to smell the heady scent of
garden daphnes from it but other people
can smell this plant. I have never found so
many of these evergreen daphnes growing wild elsewhere in Essex.
There are now many other welcome signs
of spring. The hours of daylight have increased greatly since the winter solstice.
The abundant fallow deer are changing
their group feeding patterns and hence
are more readily seen. After the autumn
rutting(mating) season the bucks (male
fallow), instead of fighting for females,
graze together. Small groups of bucks are
a striking sight with their antlers on the
winter sky line. The does are already
pregnant and sometimes feed openly in
groups, often in the middle of fields during daylight hours. This increasing
abundance of deer is partly explained by the increase in winter food available
in the form of winter sown cereals.
Enjoy the change from winter, when much is resting, to spring when life becomes profuse once more.

Ailsa Wildig
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LO G S LO G S LO G S
Truck loads available
Bulk builders bags
Well seasoned hard wood logs cut to your fire size
Next day delivery available
Keep warm this winter and call us now on
01279718555/ 07930188920

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Interior and Exterior

Stephen Harrison
Mobile: 07803306990
Tel: 01245259487
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WILDWATCHING NEWS - from Jonathan Pearce
A new local bird species seen recently –
a pair of Stonechats, (Pictured) on set
aside land near to Stonehill Road. This
was a bit unexpected because they tend
to stay near to the coast in Essex, although there is something of a postbreeding dispersal each year. As their
name suggests, their call sounds like two
stones being hit together. Another occasional feature of Nina’s-and-my daily cycle rides is a Mistle Thrush or two, often
heard before they are seen. Their call is
described as a dry, throaty rattle, which
is interesting because “Mistle” is an old
word for a Church Prayer Book ... In
other words, the dry, throaty rattle was
thought to sound like the Priest saying
or chanting the service, as he “Rattled” it off. I’ll bear that in mind for when
the restrictions are lifted, and I can sometimes take services again!
I heard a Little Owl calling at about 3.30am one morning recently, and a walk
around the lanes one evening after dark indicated a number of Tawney Owls
in the vicinity, most of them calling from a good distance away. The Biblical
Hebrew name for Tawney Owl is, I think, Yanshuph, which means to breathe
or to blow. They are the most nocturnal of the owls, almost never heard
before it is nearly dark – which is when a refreshing breeze is often felt in the
Holy Land, hence the name. Yanshuph is one of the “Unclean” birds that the
Israelites may not eat, mentioned in Leviticus 11 and Deuteronomy 14. The
only other reference to it is in Isaiah 34 v. 11, where it is portrayed as one of
the birds that will haunt Edom after it is laid waste. That arid setting suggests
Hume’s Tawney Owl, a pale, desert counterpart of the regular Tawney Owl.
As regards mammals, neighbours of ours on a recent lock-down walk saw and
videoed the big herd of Fallow Deer over Skreens Park way. I gather from
information provided for Roxwell’s Tricky New Year Challenge Walk that a
herd was fenced in there at one time. Our neighbours also saw a Hare. Moles
have been busy again in my back garden – never has an animal been so well
known, and yet so rarely seen. The closest I’ve ever come to seeing one was
once on a campsite - it was a molehill in the making, with little bits of topsoil
being flicked up every few seconds. I gather the tunnels go down for up to a
metre underground.

ROXWELL 100 CLUB
The winner of the JANUARY 100 Club was No 20
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ROXWELL C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL
This Spring Term has been a challenge. We have not returned
to school as normal and going through the third lockdown has
had an impact on everyone’s life. We are open all the time with
35% of our children who are children of Key Workers and
children with special needs attending daily. However, school
continues to be a happy place and the children are working
hard and full of joy to be in a mixed age ‘bubble.’ Last term the
children were restricted to being in year group bubbles, and
where we thought children really liked being with their peers more, socializing
with children older and younger has made the children much happier and more
content.
Teachers now have to provide online learning for the children who are still at
home. So, with teaching in ‘real life,’ and supporting the children at home with
their online learning, teachers are busier than ever! We make contact with all the
children at 9am every morning and it is great to see that all the children are doing
well and coping with this extraordinary situation.
However, this is our job and we are trained to teach. Many parents, on the other
hand, are now learning to teach their children at home, as well as working from
home too. We think this is a challenging situation; we understand they are not
trained teachers and are grateful for their dedication and support. We hope the
schools open fully soon and that we are all together once again.
Having assembly on Google Classroom every Friday means we are able to get
together as a whole school once a week, allowing us to see each other and share
our experiences. This is the highlight of our week.
You will see us in the village of Roxwell as we walk around, especially on days when
the winter sun is shining, giving us a chance to be in nature as well as keeping up
our fitness levels. As with all outings, we adhere to a strict Risk Assessment and
are allowed to walk as one ‘bubble’. The children enjoy exploring their local
environment and saying, “Hello,” to all our neighbours.
Best wishes,
Maire O’Regan Executive Headteacher

FROM OUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR
LAPTOPS FOR SCHOOLS
The County Council has a scheme to provide students with laptops for home
working online. To date, together with 2,000 funded by Central Government, 5,000
laptops have been delivered to schools across the County. But more is needed.
CAN YOU donate an old or unused laptop, as it could make the world of difference
to a young person by giving them access to online resources and learning. All
laptops will receive a thorough clean inside and out with all data and programmes
removed securely before re-issue. No data on the device will be accessed during
this process. For further information relating to donating please email
TSLaptop.Donations@essex.gov.uk
John Aldridge CC
If you have any problems about these and any other County Council matters, please let me
know on 01245 421524 or email cllr.john.aldridge@essex.gov.uk.
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A letter this month asking for support to help get a sensible
outcome for the site of Muck Mountain eyesore at Boyton
Cross. See also p15. Editor

Dear Roxwell Residents,
In November last year a planning application to be build 55 houses at Boyton
Cross on the Ash Tree Farm site, (currently home to an unapproved Mountain
of Muck) was considered at a meeting of the Chelmsford City Council Planning
Committee and the councillors voted by 8 to 6 to grant outline planning
permission. Two months later, in January, the application was again before the
committee to consider the conditions for the development. But instead the
councillors decided to reconsider the original application - and voted 10 to 1
against it!
It is not known what changed their minds in the intervening weeks.
Many residents welcomed a housing development of this site which was taken
out of agricultural use 80years ago to be developed as a military base for the
war and then used for housing families after the war for 20years; but it’s now
an eyesore, causing noise and disruption to the local residents and posing a
threat of pollution and land slip as well. New homes there could help save our
village shop and pub and revitalise our school and pre-school. Our Parish
Council raised no objection to the proposal.
There is concern that this planning approval then disapproval has not been
dealt with correctly. With this in mind a small group of neighbours have decided to seek a judicial review to allow us to return this matter to the planning
committee giving us the opportunity to state our case.
It would help our case if we show there is support from other Roxwell residents, so if this matter is of concern to you please either email me at
edblacker@outlook.com or call me on 07714 695813.
I would like to emphasize we are not asking for any financial support, this action
is fully funded. Your support will just show the court the strength of feeling in
the local community.
Thank you
Eddie Blacker, Boyton Cross,

Coronavirus update - book a Lateral Flow Test for Covid
With most eligible residents now having had their first vaccination shot, ECC
is urging anyone not showing Covid-19 symptoms, especially those who have
to go out to work in situations where they are more exposed to the infection,
to get tested as soon as possible. This really will make a difference in terms of
containing the spread and reducing the current pressure on our health services. This will enable positive reactors to self-isolate and thus help to prevent
the spread of the disease. Lateral Flow Tests are available by appointment only
and can be booked online or by calling 0333 772 6144 or by e-mailing
booking.confirmation@nhs.net .
Anyone WITH symptoms should book a test via gov.uk
AND remember to continue with
HANDS FACE
SPACE
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