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Parish Information - St Michael and All Angels, Roxwell
Priest-in-Charge - Revd Tony Cant
01245 631078

For anything relating to Roxwell Church or the churchyard please initially contact either Churchwarden
Church Wardens
Mrs Marie Brookes
Tel: 248 230
Mr Glynn Eastman
Tel: 248 228
07510206114
Organist & Choirmaster
Mr David Pattrick
Tel: 248 372
Parochial Church Council
Secretary:
Treasurer: Mr Ken Smith
Tel: 248 766
Flower Organiser
Mrs M. Brookes Tel: 248 230
Wedding Administrator
Mrs. Greta Cumbers
Tel: 248 355
Reading Room Bookings
Mrs. Greta Cumbers
Tel: 248 355
Roxwell Recorder Editor
Mr. Glynn Eastman
Tel 248 228
Cooksmill Green
Congregational Church
Mrs. Lydia Bridges - Secretary
Tel: 248 208
Mr. Paul Aston - Treasurer
Tel: 248 685
Hannah Randell - Sunday’s Cool
contact
Tel 01245 422368.

Roxwell Primary School
Tel: 248 229
Roxwell PTA
Chair: Ms Alison Gilbert
Tel: via 248229
Roxwell Pre-school
Ms. April Little
Tel: 07970750484
E-mail
roxwellpreschool@hotmail.co.uk
Bowls Club
Ms. Bev. Pepper
Tel: 467 139
Brownies
Mrs Lynette Tomlinson
Tel: 07500119774
Youth Club
Ms Anne Nixon
Tel 07835494854
Canon Hugh Dibbens tel. 248173
Dance Club
Mrs Helen Buckley
Tel: 248 177
Wednesday Club
Mrs Joan Bassington
Tel: 248 551
Women's Institute
Mrs Marie Brookes
Tel: 248 230
Roxwell Art Group
Chris & Barry Dixon
Tel: 248 026
Memorial Hall
For Bookings e-mail:
roxwellhall@gmail.com
Other Queries contact Secretary
Mrs Judith Woolly
Tel: 07599 930 255

Parish Council
www.roxwellpc.org.uk
Chair: Mr C. Pavitt
Clerk: Mrs L.Green
Tel: 01206 384 159
Footpath rep: Mr M. Page
Tel: 248 638
Allotment warden: Mr.F.Corkhill
Tel: 07762255494
Chelmsford City Councillor
Mrs. N. Chambers Tel: 231 709
Essex County Councillor
Mr. J. Aldridge Tel: 421 524
M.P.- Kemi Badenoch
Tel: 02072191943
E.mail:
kemi.badenoch.mp@parliament.uk
Community Agent
Office: 01376 574341 or
Freephone 08009775858
Police
Non emergency call 101 or contact
www.essex.police.co.uk
Emergency calls should always be
reported on 999.
Local Community Policing Team
101 ext 420381
Neighbourhood Watch
Chelmsford NHW 07926 462610
e.mail
chelmsfordneighbourhoodwatch.org.uk.

Roxwell Websites;
www.roxwellvillage.co.uk
www.cooksmillgreenchurch.org
www.roxwellschool.co.uk
roxwell.revealed@btinternet.com www.roxwellpc.org.uk
www.facebook.com/groups/500823666725005.
www.roxwellpreschool.co.uk

Material for the next edition of the Roxwell Recorder - which will be for December
2020 - and will be published around 5th December 2020 should be sent, no later than Tuesday 24th
November to the editor Glynn Eastman - at ‘Red Gables’, The Street, Roxwell, CM1 4PE
e-mail: geastman@supanet.com - Tel: 01245 248 228 or 07510206114
Roxwell Recorder is published by Roxwell Parochial Church Council. It is supported by village organisations and distributed free
of charge to all homes in Roxwell. - A £1 donation per edition is requested of Non-residents/visitors.
Opinions expressed in this magazine are personal opinions of the authors concerned and may not represent the policy of Roxwell PCC, the
publishers of this magazine. All material is offered in good faith. Mistakes and errors are the editor’s responsibility for which sincere
apologies are offered but for which no liability is accepted.
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From the Vicar,
I’m writing this on an overcast, cool, and changeable
autumn day at the end October that is not like some
of the great, hot, glorious days in summer we had. I
was lucky this summer as I got some very welcome
time away sailing around the East Coast – days of
swimming off the boat, relaxing as we watched other
water traffic, sleeping in the stillness of balmy summer nights. It was good to get that change.
I wonder how many of you were able to get some
change from the Covid claustrophobia of being stuck
around home? Some of you will have been harvesting
flat out, some in offices or small businesses, and
some just trying to keep the kids entertained or out
of your hair as you work from home.
When it does its thing, the Great British Summer is
hard to beat isn’t it. But now we’re into the new season of Autumn and soon
enough it will be Winter again. But not like last year.
So often we hear the phrase uttered about ‘getting back to normal’. I’ve
wondered a bit about this. Is it a nostalgic thing to go back to the past when we
knew what was happening and what was coming? Life seemed more settled
then, and predictable. I think we all understand that predictability helps life
feel more settled. And now that’s it’s not predictable we feel unsettled. That
can affect our human nature in ways that may be invisible to start with but
then can begin to manifest through heightened anxiety, stress, tiredness,
higher intakes of alcohol and drugs, etc.
I wonder about that nostalgic look at life in comparison to an aspirational look
at life. I mean, instead of looking backwards at life as it was, what do we think
about looking ahead at life as it could be? There was a lot we got wrong before
Covid, and why would we want to go back to those things, just because they’re
familiar and predictable?
Apparently, Einstein once said that the problems of the world cannot be solved
by the people who made those problems. So, other people are needed who
see things differently. I think that makes sense. So, what if we asked children
what to do about the future? Jesus said that unless we become as children,
we’ll never see the Kingdom of God. He placed the value of children and their
ability to see things differently far higher than the culture of his day did. What
if, as older people, we created space for our children to take an aspirational
look at life that comes up with things we would never have thought of? Our
Village School is such a place of Courageous Optimism, Boundless Creativity,
and Heartfelt Compassion. It’s a place where the future is nurtured and given
space and encouragement by valuing our children for simply being, and encouraging them to live beyond themselves and for the good of others. What if
Continues page 5
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YOUR LOCAL

ROXWELL
CLEANERS

HOUSEKEEPING and
CLEANING SERVICES
For quote contact via
07488927545 or email:

Gardener & Handyman

Garden maintenance
Call Adam
Garden Clearance
07982 911156
House Clearance
FRIENDLY LOCAL
General house maintenance
RELIABLE
Painting & Decorating
Based in
Cooksmill Green loveproperties@hotmail.co.uk

yourroxwellcleaners@gmail.com

WAWMAN SERVICES
Oil fired Boiler & Aga
Service / routine Maintenance
Breakdowns / Landlords Certifications
new Boiler Commissions.

Mob: 07946759021
e-mail: wawmanservices@hotmail.com
Registered
Technician
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we became like children for a year, and simply asked more ‘WHY’ questions?
Things would change again, wouldn’t they? And maybe therein lies the problem – the uncomfortable nature of change. Can we cope with it? Covid is
forcing us to. Climate change is forcing us to.
And just to finish off with, things in church are changing too. You’ll have heard
about the progress we’ve made in getting some extra funding for the repairs
to our roof following the slowdown of everything during Lockdown. That’s
really encouraging for us so watch out for those repairs taking place over the
next 6 months or so. And our usual Christmas services will not be like they’ve
been in previous years because of Covid, and that’s a real sadness to us as we
loved to share the joy of Christmas with our Village. Please keep an eye out for
further communications as to what will take place but remember that we can’t
squash loads of people into church at this time due to social distancing.
But of course, you can always tune into Youtube on Sundays at 8am for a
live-streamed service, and Thursday mornings at 10am for Morning Prayer
with me. Just search on Youtube for Writtle with Highwood and Roxwell
churches.
We’re in a season of world change that is deeply challenging, unsettling and
feeling like something most of us have never known before. Nostalgia or
aspiration – which is it for you?

Rev Tony

THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING was held in Church on
Sunday 25th October - it should have been held in April but the Coronavirus
pandemic prevented that. Normally the reports would have related to the activity in 2019 but because of the enforced delay the meeting was brought right up
to date on the activities related to the church. It was Rev. Tony Cant’s first annual
meeting at Roxwell and he reflected on his first 10 months of his Ministry here;
not only starting a new job as Priest - in - Charge of 3 parishes but moving back
to England from Australia and then the Coronavirus pandemic hitting. He reflected on the one certainty in life - that change was inevitable, just as the Bible and
the life of Jesus tells us, and that we should embrace it, not fear it. He also
praised and thanked the many people involved in running and maintaining the
Church in Roxwell over the past years.
At this meeting the officers of the church are elected. Marie Brookes and Glynn
Eastman were re-elected Churchwardens and Ken Smith and Glynn Eastman
were re-elected our representatives to the Deanery Synod. Other PCC members
elected were Angela Perry, Pam Page, Jill Vicary, Richard Woolley and Ralph
Metson.
Ken Smith as treasurer gave a detailed account of the difficult financial situation
we are in, and how more regular giving was needed. Other reports detailed the
work our church had done in the community particularly in relation to the school,
the churchyard and the Reading Room. Discussion also took place about what
should happen to the Cherry Tree trunk in front of the church - any suggestions
to the editor as soon as possible please!
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CARPETS • UPHOLSTERY • CURTAINS • RUGS • LEATHER • & MORE

Superb cleaning of carpets,
curtains, upholstery
and leather
• Carpet, upholstery and leather cleaning
• Guardsman stain protection plans
• Expert spot and stain removal
Recommended by local and national
retailers
For your free non-obligational quotation call Robin Gale:

0800 585 390
www.safeclean.co.uk
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St. Michael and All Angels Church
Services November 2020
1st November
ALL SAINTS DAY
Holy Communion
Rev Jonathan Pearce
Shirley Moody
Tony Luxford
Intercessor
Michael Roper

10am
Officiant
Reader:

8th November
REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
10am
Holy Communion
Officiant
Rev Tony Cant
Reader:
Danny Lamb
Roy Cumbers
Intercessor
Angela Perry

22nd November
CHRIST THE KING
10am
Holy Communion
Officiant
Rev.Tony Cant
Reader:
Glynn Eastman
Intercessor
Marie Brookes

29th November
ADVENT SUNDAY
10am
Holy Communion
Officiant
Canon Hugh Dibbens
Readers:
David Pattrick
Ann Page
Intercessor
Richard Woolley

15th November

6th December

2nd

Sunday before Advent
8am
Holy Communion BCP
Officiant
Canon Hugh Dibbens
10am
Service of the Word
Leader
Marie Brookes
Reader:
Michael Roper
Richard Woolley
Intercessor
Danny Lamb

10am
Officiant
Reader:
Intercessor

Advent 2
Holy Communion
tba
Liz Towns
Ruth Dibbens
Marie Brookes

A Morning Prayer Service is held at
9.30am every WEDNESDAY

Rev. Tony Cant presents an online service on You Tube
(Search for “Writtle with Highwood and Roxwell Churches”)
10 am on Thursdays (Morning Prayer) and 8 am on Sundays (Eucharist).
SERVICES IN CHURCH ARE GOVERNED BY REGULATIONS and so the experience will be
different but do please come if you feel you can do so comfortably. Everybody will be
required to wear face coverings; our “track and trace” QR code is available to register
in by, hand sanitising stations need to be used, the one way system observed, and you
will be directed where to sit to ensure social distancing is maintained. There can be no
congregational singing, and no coffee afterwards but it will still be great to worship
and commune together.
If you are suffering from Covid - 19 symptoms PLEASE DO NOT come to church
Roxwell Recorder 2020
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COOKSMILL GREEN
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
With the church being currently closed due to the virus, people are able to
refer to our website where they can see what is going on and obtain information about the Church in Lockdown .
There are some lovely things on the website now, such as the Open Garden
Video and Sundays Cool things . So do go to www.cooksmillgreenchurch.org
and see for yourself we are still alive and kicking!

Wouldn’t you like to help support disadvantaged
children in this simple way. I provide you with a box,
you keep it at home, preferably where it’s in view for all
the family and visitors, and drop in your loose change,
that annoying fiver you tore, or use ait as a swear box.
However you use it drop money in throughout the yaer
and then next October I’ll collect the box from you and
send it all off to the Children’s Society. Simple.
Give me a call on 01245 248 228 to get your box, and
thank you for helping the Children’s Society in this way.
Anne Eastman

CALLING ALL YOU LOVERS OF COOKING

Has lockdown invigorated your culinary skills? Share your
discoveries and see your delicious master piece recipe in

the ROXWELL RECIPE BOOK

that I am planning to produce. It’ll be a book of the favourite recipes
of Roxwell residents and supporters and it will be sold in aid of the
Church Restoration Fund. Send me the recipes which are much enjoyed by you or your family - and if you can include any reasons for the
recipe or reasons why the recipes are so popular with you. That would
be wonderful
Names will be printed under the relevant recipes. To avoid any copyright issues please don’t copy recipes directly from a book or web site tweak it a little!
My address is Windmill Farm, Willingale, Ongar, CM5 0SS
and e-mail jane-shaw@btconnect.com
Many Thanks Jane Shaw
Roxwell Recorder 2020
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The repair work to the buttress on the south
west corner of the church has been completed
by David Adamson Ltd, an excellent specialist in conservation work on old
buildings. It involved replacing some stones, re-positioning others, filling in
huge voids within the buttresses with lime mortar and inserting two stainless
steel strengthening rods, about a metre long, set in resin in the walls of the
church. The work was needed because movement of the walls was endangering the stability of that corner. It was agreed this work needed doing in April
2019 and now it has been completed. Hopefully this repair will last a good few
years - have a look at page 25 to see when it was last done.
Ben Downie, of Inkpen Downie Architecture and Design Ltd. Has been appointed as architect for the re-roofing of the south nave roof. We are aiming to get
the work actually starting in March next year, leaving it til then to avoid
disturbing any bats hibernating in the roof.
We’ve also had a specialist report on the trees in the churchyard to ensure
they are safe and to give us the professional opinion necessary to get approval
from Chelmsford City Council to carry out work on some of the trees to limit
their growth - the big and beautiful Beech tree at the west end of the church
has to be trimmed back because it is now touching the church and has already
dislodged some flints from the church wall, which will allow water to get into
the wall.
In the churchyard Roy Cumbers has
commenced the Herculean task he has
undertaken for many years of picking
up the leaves now falling and putting
them in bags which Ben Howard our
farmer of Dukes Farms will pick up and
take to incorporate in the compost he
puts his fields- all part of our efforts to
be sustainable and low carbon emission so as to help protect our future
against climate change.
Also in this context we are looking at
alternative methods of heating the
church. Our existing oil fired boiler is
now 25years old, very prone to breakdown and expensive to run. Our heating pipework and radiators are
possibly over 130 years old and the
efficiency is pretty bad. Many alternatives are being looked at to get the
right mix both for the building and for
people using the building - but whatever the solution it wont be cheap!
Editor.
Roxwell Recorder 2020

page 11

OIL APPLIANCE
SPECIALIST

Off on holiday? Or out all day at work?

OFTEC Registered

Conversant with ALL systems

Keep your pets happy by letting them stay in the
comfort of their own home while you’re away.

including combination, condensing, underfloor etc.
A reputation built on 40 years service experience.

Locally based, I can provide complete,
personal care for all your pets,
from hamsters to horses!

Fully insured - References available

For all heating, plumbing,
& boiler problems
Free phone: 0800 8600 127
Mobile:
07957308179
24 hour service

25 years experience.
Regular dog walking also undertaken.

So for complete peace of mind, please call

Tina on 07717 455047

ROSEN REMEDIAL

B.H.S. Qualified

All aspects of Garden work undertaken
Garden maintenance
Clearance
Grass cutting
Design
No job too small or too large
10 years+ experience of garden
landscaping and maintenance.

MARK ONE

ELECTRICAL

contacts for advice and free quote

Tel: 07500205753
Mob: 01245 248363
E-mail: rggardens@gmail.com

Four Winds, Writtle Road, Margaretting
Essex CM4 0EH
Tel: 01277 356119 Mob: 07881921155
www.markoneelectrical.com

Mark Elnaugh
NICEIC REGISTERED

All electrical work undertaken

Over 30 years experience

Outstanding News
Newspaper Home Delivery
All English and some Foreign Newspapers and Magazines

We also take all Newspaper Vouchers
We already deliver to the Easters and the Rodings
Outstanding News & Mags Ltd. tel01279 739357
E.mail: outstanding_news@yahoo.com
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Essex is at High local Covid alert level
What you need to know and do

Coronavirus update
High local Covid alert level: what you need to know and do
Essex has moved to a High alert level. This is because cases are rapidly rising
across our county. Let's stop the spread.
We need you to please do two things. Both are critical if we are to reverse the
increases in cases in Essex and minimise the impact on businesses, who we
are working with to support.
First, please work from home if you can.
Second, please follow the High alert level restrictions These are mainly about
not mixing with other households.
If we all play our part, we can reduce the
number of people who die or become seriously
ill from Covid-19. By acting now, we hope to
exit High alert level restrictions sooner rather
than later.

What this means for you
The main difference between the Medium and
the High alert level is socialising with other
households.
You must follow these rules all the time, even if you are seeing friends or
family who live in a Medium alert level area. The restrictions apply to you as
an Essex resident.

What's changed
You can no longer socialise indoors with people from a different household
unless they are in your support or childcare bubble.
The Rule of Six (up to six people from different households
meeting) applies outdoors, in
both private and public spaces.
Work from home if you can.
Take extra precautions if you
work in other people’s homes.
Aim to only make essential
journeys.
Do not visit a care home except in exceptional circumstances, for example to visit
someone at the end of their
life.
Roxwell Recorder 2020
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What’s stayed the same
Covid-secure businesses can keep operating and hospitality venues can stay
open until 10pm.
You can still go to school, university and places of worship.
Weddings and funerals can go ahead in the same way as before.
You can still use registered childcare settings, including childminders, afterschool clubs and nannies.

Where to find more details
View the government guidance on
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-alert-level-high
We've also produce a helpful guide,
https://www.essex.gov.uk/what-the-high-COVID-alert-level-means-for-you.
We'll be regularly updating this guide with any local information which will
help you understand how the restrictions apply in Essex.

Looking after yourself and others
Confusion, anger, anxiety, despair - these feelings are common reactions to
the ongoing pandemic and changing restrictions. You might be worried about
your job, your business, juggling work and home life, loneliness or being
unable to see friends and loved ones.
Whether you need support or need help to support someone else, you can get
help and support from a range of local organisations.
Set up in response to the pandemic, the Essex Wellbeing Service is here to
help all residents, providing a single point of access to practical, emotional and
specialist support.
Whatever you need support with, there is help available. If you or anyone you
know needs support, visit https://www.essexwellbeingservice.co.uk
or call 0300 303 9988.
PROTECT OUR COUNTRYSIDE!! DO NOT LITTER !!
TAKE YOUR RUBBISH HOME!! BEST OF ALL
DON’T USE non-biodegradable wrappings or containers.
Coronavirus has sparked an increase in single-use plastics. Not
only are millions of disposable masks and gloves now ‘out
there’, but there has been also a huge increase in disposable cutlery, sachets
and containers.
Scientists warn that it could take up to 500 years for polypropylene face masks
to degrade. Meanwhile, according to some estimates, 129billion masks and
65billion plastic gloves are being used each month worldwide.
DO YOUR BIT TO SAVE THE PLANET

- Mother Julian of Norwich during the Black Death which had killed one third of the population of Norwich.
Roxwell Recorder 2020
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Poppy Appeal 2020
Year on year the British Legion provides extensive
support for both current and former members of the
Royal Navy, British Army, Royal Air Force, veterans
and their families.
Usually Roxwell’s Annual Poppy Appeal culminates at
the Remembrance Day service in church.
But this year isn’t usual.

Covid-19 means that there will be no
house-to-house collection this year.
The British Legion are working with the Government, local authorities, major
supermarkets and other higher-income-raising sites to hopefully offer the
opportunity to buy a poppy and support the important services delivered by
the British Legion. But please, where you can,
Make your donations via the British Legion web site. -

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk

By making a donation, you’re helping the British Legion to help those in need
within the Armed Forces community.

Your generosity will be very much appreciated.
Richard Woolley

If you need the police,

try our Live Chat service.
Live Chat is our easy-touse way to message one
of our operators online,
live time, between the
hours of 7am and 11pm.
It is a convenient alternative and an increasingly
NEED TO CONTACT THE POLICE?? TRY LIVECHAT
popular way to contact us.
We have several online services on our website to use when reporting something like a crime, anti-social behaviour or a road traffic collision. You may
want to tell us about something you've seen or heard - or you may want to
apply, register, request or feedback about something.
But if you'd prefer to chat to someone about your inquiry, just visit our website at www.essex.police.uk and click the 'Live Chat' icon in the bottom-right
of the home page. You'll be connected very quickly to one of our most experienced control room contact takers. Type in your question and they'll type
straight back to you. 98% of people who've already used the live chat service
say they preferred it to a phone call and would use it again. It works on computers, laptops, tablets and smartphones.
Essex Police
Roxwell Recorder 2020
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Roxwell Primary School

Open Day
for Prospective Parents
On morning of Wednesday 18th November
If your child will be starting school in Sept. 2021
then please come and see us at our Open Morning
Includes a guided tour of the school,
We look forward to meeting you all!
To ensure we can maintain social distancing and
safety measures you must book an appointment
Tel: 01245 248229, E-mail
admin@roxwell.essex.sch.uk

Help fight loneliness and help the next generation
b

become a

Roxwell School PEN PAL

One of new initiatives at our village school, is for the children
to become pen pals with anyone in our community who is
interested.
If you would like to become involved with this project, please
contact the school directly or Revd Jonathan Pearce, who will
give details to Sarah Cotton, Deputy Head.
Jonathan is at 15, Mill Close, CM1 4PG,
or leave an answerphone message on 248633,
or email - revdjpearce@aol.com
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Roxwell Autos
Servicing, Cambelts
Brakes, Steering, Suspension
MOTs arranged
We will collect your vehicle within a 10 mile radius of Roxwell
We can do evening work so that you can have your vehicle the next day

SKILLED & RELIABLE - over 30yrs experience as a VW technician
Call NICK on 01245248647 or 07768897839
or e.mail: teamradley@hotmail.co.uk
Roxwell Recorder 2020
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DOWN ON THE FARM
Yeah, yeah, farmers are preoccupied by the weather we all know that, and this
well-seasoned farmer is no different. But read on dear reader because I am writing
this on the 21st day of October and we have so far had 13 of those days with rain
delivering 165mm (6.5inches) of water (4 of which we didn’t need!) and really
hardly any days that actually did much drying, which does present a big problem
at this time of year when trying to establish our main crop of winter sown wheat.
So far it looks very much like a repeat of 2019 which was the wettest autumn and
winter that I can ever remember; we never did complete our planned acreage then
and much of it went into less than ideal conditions. Since virtually all farmers start
autumn drilling in the last few days of September expecting to complete the job in
two or three weeks, the recent weather has been particularly bad news for most
growers, and some have hardly any winter crops in the ground yet. However, here
at Pooty Pools we are comparatively fortunate in that have purchased a new seed
drill this autumn - which seems rather greedy since we already had two - but no
one has yet made a seed drill that is a man for all crops in all seasons. It has been
a sort of get-out-of-jail-not-quite-free card (as it was c£40,000) and has been a
great addition to our fleet.
The state-of-the-art circa 2010 Vaderstad drill that we still have, and which would
now cost well over £100,000, is a brilliant machine in dryish conditions as it not
only plants the seed evenly but also does a degree of pre-cultivation and the press
wheels at the back firm the seeds down. The other one is a Claydon direct drill
(similar price) and is ideal for planting seed into uncultivated seedbeds (part of
now trendy conservation agriculture) or putting winter beans to bed more than 4
inches deep where rooks or chemical cannot harm them. But neither are ideal in
the wet. The Claydon, plus powerful tractor, is very heavy and can damage wet
soils and the Vaderstad is almost useless in sticky conditions as it quickly bungs up
with mud and is also a heavyweight rig. Our new kid on the block is a lightweight
minimal disturbance job with simple, narrow, rigid seeding tines in four rows, so
lots of clearance for the soil to flow through. It is quite lightweight and is pulled by
a lighter tractor and so far we are majorly impressed, not only has it helped us
complete our own work, but we are now out helping other farmers and earning
something to help pay the cost. Incidentally, new technology is getting everywhere
and on this drill the coulter tips that do the really hard graft are tungsten tipped
and supposed to be good for 2000 hectares. If so we shall be doubly impressed! I
will also pay great tribute to Rob and James for not wasting a minute when
conditions were tolerable and working long hours to get us to this position.
To finish on another weather note, if you have ever fancied one of those all singing
and dancing digital weather stations of your own, but can’t quite bring yourself to
spend maybe a thousand pounds, take a look at https://www.chelmervillageweather.co.uk/index.php and start with the Home page in the left hand navigation
column. It will give all manner of latest as well as historical weather for Chelmsford, elsewhere a live plane tracker and train times can be found along with
celestial info, current and average soil temperatures and much more and all free.
If you would like to contact me on anything agricultural, or contribute an article,
my email address is ralph@metsonpartners.co.uk or landline 01245 248425.
Ralph Metson
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LO G S LO G S LO G S
Truck loads available
Bulk builders bags
Well seasoned hard wood logs cut to your fire size
Next day delivery available
Keep warm this winter and call us now on
01279718555/ 07930188920

PAINTER & DECORATOR
Interior and Exterior

Stephen Harrison
Mobile: 07803306990
Tel: 01245259487
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WILDWATCHING NEWS -

from Jonathan Pearce
Swallows and House Martins will be moving on any time now, if they haven’t gone
already. There used to be many theories about where they went for the winter,
including the bottom of lakes and ponds, hibernating in holes in the ground or in
walls, (What about vulnerability to Stoats and Weasels?) or even flying to the
moon. Migrating to sub-Saharan Africa stands with these theories in terms of it’s
unlikeliness, but of course we know today that’s what actually happens.
Thousands of migrating birds funnel through places such as Gibraltar, the Bekka
Valley in Lebanon, or indeed, Portland Bill in Dorset. Around here, we are more
likely to see glimpses of the changing seasons, such as a lot of Pied Wagtails on a
newly ploughed field, or the numbers of Starlings building up. A shower of rain
sometimes brings migrating birds down, but there haven’t been many of those
here this Autumn so far, at the time of writing. For Nina and myself, looking out for
Badger trails becoming re-established across local fields, which have been planted
with next year’s crops, is a marker of the changing seasons.
At Abberton Reservoir, small numbers of (Often) photogenic Common and Green
Sandpipers are stopping off to feed – and Nina and I saw an Osprey at Hanningfield
Reservoir recently. It was on its way to tropical Africa – but where from? Scandinavia, the Scottish Highlands, or possibly Rutland Water?
A few days away in Scotland in August was a good opportunity to see plenty of Red
Deer – but what was more unexpected was a White-tailed Eagle (pictured)which
flew over the car, in stormy skies over the Cairngorms National Park. It was from
the re-introduction scheme on the Island of Mull, and I gathered afterwards
was well known to the locals, having
been in the area for some time now. It is
Britain’s biggest bird, with a wingspan of
up to nine feet.
Similarly in some ways, a year-old Lammagier or Bearded Vulture spent the
Summer in the Peak District National
Park. It was thought to be from the reintroduction scheme in the Alps, and
was seen on its way to the Peaks in the
Channel Islands, France, Belgium, and
the Netherlands – as well as by one astonished birdwatcher in the West Midlands! The Lammagier is found in the
Bible, (Leviticus 11 v. 13 and Deuteronomy 14 v. 11) where its name in Hebrew is
“Peres,” which translates literally as “The Breaker.” It breaks in the sense of
carrying bones from animal carcases up to a height in its talons, and then dropping
them onto rocks below, to get at the bone marrow within.
Back home, recent walks along the brook have revealed a few fish up to perhaps 8
or 9 inches in length – Brown Trout I think – and also a few of the ubiquitous Signal
Crayfish crawling around, looking very much like small Lobsters to which they are
closely related.
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How we have progressed to achieve today’s
fast-moving world
Noah and the Ark – 2020 version
Lines
Smile
In the year 2020, Noah was living in England when the Lord

came unto him and said, "Once again, the earth has become too
wicked to continue. Build another Ark and save two of every living thing. You
have six months before I will start the unending rain for 40 days and 40 nights."
Six months later, the Lord looked down and saw Noah weeping in his garden,
but no Ark. "Noah", He roared, "I'm about to start the rain! Where is the Ark?"
"Forgive me Lord", begged Noah "but things have been difficult. I needed
Building Regulations approval because the Ark was over 30 square metres. I've
been arguing with the Fire Brigade about the need for a sprinkler system. My
neighbours claim that I should have obtained planning permission for building
the Ark in my garden because it is a development of the site even though in my
opinion it is a temporary structure, but the roof is too high.
“The Local Area Access Group complained that my ramp was going to be too
steep and the inside of the Ark wasn't fully accessible. Getting the wood has
been another problem. All the decent trees have Tree Preservation Orders on
them and we live in a Site of Special Scientific Interest set up in order to
preserve the Spotted Owl. I tried to convince them that I needed the wood to
save the owls - but no go!
“When I started gathering the animals the RSPCA sued me for intending to
confine wild animals without the proper paperwork. The County Council, the
Environment Agency and the Rivers Authority have ruled that I can’t build the
Ark until they've conducted an Environmental Impact Study on your proposed
flood. The Trade Unions insist that I can't use my sons to build the Ark; I can
only employ members of the Shipbuilding and Allied Trades union. Finally,
Customs and Excise have seized all my assets, claiming I am going to attempt
to leave the country illegally with endangered species.
“So, forgive me Lord, but it will take me at least another ten years to finish this
Ark."
Suddenly the skies cleared, the sun began to shine, and a rainbow stretched
across the sky. “No need for me to destroy the world after all,” observed God.
"The government has the matter already in hand.”

Fact

Lines

Restoration of Roxwell Church - 1851 to 1854

1851 Rev Thomas Hearn appointed to Roxwell
1852 The parish and vicar agree what they need to do to the church,
ie add an extension, re-roof, repair windows and walls, renew the heating.
Jan 1853; Architect appointed and Fundraising began
April 1853; Tenders for the work sent out. November 1853; Work stopped for
emergency buttresses to be built to prop up failure of wall under tower.
September 1854: Grand re-opening of completely restored church with an increased capacity for 236.
Editor
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For a free, no–obligation security survey of your property please call us

01245 807 620
and ask for Ben or Rob
Intruder alarm, CCTV and AV specialists – Roxwell based

www.bgedigital.com enquiries@bgedigital.com
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Down at your local…
The Chequers – (limited) re-opening!
Thank you to all our customers for supporting our once-aweek opening every Friday. The introduction of the Italian
Suppers has been hugely popular and it is working very
well alongside the separate drinking area. We will continue
to offer food on Friday nights from 7.30pm to 8.30pm and the pub will
remain open every Friday from 4-10pm for as long as we are able.
Please see our Facebook page, email chequersroxwell@outlook.com or
call 07725 014695 for any further details and for reservations.

The Lockdown Photographic Competition
lives on…..

Due to the ongoing pandemic and the at least semi-lockdown, we can’t
hold a photographic exhibition so have decided to let this fun competition run for a while yet. To see current entries, take a look at our infant
village website roxwellvillage.co.uk under ‘What’s On’ tab.
There must be lots more pictures out there with a theme of ‘I never
thought I’d do that a year ago’, so find some good ones, then email to
roxwellinlockdown@gmail.com - and why not add a suitable caption.

Roxwell Church is supporting the
Christmas Child SHOE BOX Appeal
again this year. Will you fill a shoebox with gifts for
children who would likely not got any gift at
Christmas otherwise?
Leaflets explaining suitable gift items (and what not to include) are
available from Mrs Ann Page
Please get the filled shoe boxes to me by 10th November to ensure
they’ll be delivered to the disadvantaged and refugee children in time
for Christmas.
Ann Page 01245 249 089
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan's Purse

ROXWELL 100 CLUB
The winner of the October 100 Club was No 9
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This special Remembrance Sunday we will be doing
things differently, but please join with us to
remember those who have given their lives and to
pray for peace in church on
Sunday 8th November starting at 10am
(please remember to bring and wear your face covering/mask.)
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